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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This short paper assesses the levels of migration that are likely to arise from the 

proposed housing requirement for Cirencester Town. 



Cirencester Town Council 
Analysis of Migration 

 

 

 

January 2016 | NAT | CIR.C.0583 Page | 2  

 

2. CURRENT MIGRATION LEVELS 

Total migration flows 

2.1 The 2011 Census provides the most recent data on migration flows at local levels. 

This identifies that in the year preceding the Census (2010-2011) 5,236 migrated 

into Cotswold District from the UK, and 5,022 migrated out, resulting in a net 

increase of 214 persons as a result of migration. 

2.2 The Census also identifies that 2,465 people migrated into the Cirencester wards 

from within the UK, and 2,105 migrated out. Therefore, there was a net increase 

of 360 persons in this year as a result of migration.  

2.3 The Census also provides some breakdown of where these migrants originated 

from. Of the 2,465 in-migrants from the UK, 1,178 came from Cotswold District 

and 1,287 came from elsewhere. 

2.4 Similarly, of the 2,105 out-migrants, 1,161 went to somewhere else within 

Cotswold District and 944 went elsewhere within the UK. 

2.5 The net effect of this is that migration to and from Cirencester from the 

remainder of Cotswold District is minimal with 1,178 coming in and 1,161 going 

out in the year preceding the Census; a net increase of 17 people per annum. 

However, there is a much more significant increase in population as a result of 

migration from elsewhere within the UK, with 1,287 coming in and 944 going out; 

a net increase of 343 per annum. 

2.6 This suggests that the population growth within Cirencester (which is largely 

attributable to migration) results from migration from outside of Cotswold 

District, as more affluent migrants including those working in or retiring from the 

South East out-compete local residents in the housing market. 

2.7 It also suggests that Cirencester has not historically been meeting the needs of 

the other parts of Cotswold District, as it may have been expected or perceived 

to. 

Age of migrants 

2.8 Of the in-migrants to Cirencester, the 2011 Census identifies that 182 were aged 

5-15 (which is taken as being indicative of school age) whereas 174 out-migrants 
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were of this age. This indicates that the school aged population will minimally 

increase as a result of migration if current rates continue. 

2.9 However, of these school aged migrants there were 108 that came in from other 

parts of Cotswold District and 126 that went out to these areas, resulting in a net 

reduction in school aged children in the town. The opposite occurred in relation to 

school aged migrants from outside of Cotswold District. 

2.10 This suggests that some school aged children in Cirencester will move to other 

parts of Cotswold District but will be more than replaced by school aged migrants 

from outside of the district if current rates continue. 

2.11 Similarly, of the in-migrants to Cirencester the Census identifies that 1,998 were 

of working age (16-64) whereas there were only 1,696 working age out-migrants. 

The origin of these working age migrants is again primarily from outside of 

Cotswold District. This suggests that the net in-migration that has been 

experienced within the district and Cirencester may be required to support the 

economy of the area (although recognising that some migrants may continue to 

work outside of the district). 
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3. FUTURE MIGRATION LEVELS  

3.1 The migration levels to Cirencester and to other parts of the district will have 

been affected by the number of new housing opportunities within these areas. In 

the period 2006-2011, Cirencester received 32% of all housing completions within 

Cotswold District. 

3.2 Cirencester Town is now proposed to receive 43.8% of Cotswold District’s housing 

development. This will have the effect of increasing the net migration flows to the 

town from those that have previously been observed. 

3.3 A comparison of historic delivery rates and proposed delivery rates is presented in 

Table 3.1.  

Table 3.1 – distribution of growth 

Settlement % of housing 

received 2006-

2011 

% of housing 

delivery 

Cirencester (including 

Chesterton) 31.9% 43.8% 

Elsewhere 68.1% 56.2% 

Bourton-on-the-Water 10.6% 4.4% 

Chipping Campden 1.3% 2.7% 

Fairford 1.1% 5.7% 

Lechlade 2.8% 1.5% 

Moreton-in-Marsh 10.4% 10.9% 

Northleach 0.6% 1.2% 

South Cerney 3.6% 2.0% 

Stow-on-the-Wold 2.8% 1.6% 

Tetbury 9.8% 9.9% 

Other locations 25.5% 16.3% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 

3.4 Indeed, across Cotswold District the proposed housing distribution is likely to 

increase migration to Cirencester and Fairford, but reduce migration to Bourton-

on-the-Water and “other locations”. 
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4. CONCLUSIONS 

4.1 The increase in migration to Cirencester is likely to increase the economically 

active population and thereby support the local economy. It is also likely that 

Cirencester will contribute to meeting some of the demographic needs of other 

parts of Cotswold District, although as set out in the Assessment of Housing 

Distribution paper there will still be insufficient housing to meet the full affordable 

needs of Cirencester. 

4.2 The migration is likely to increase the school aged population, although this will 

also be affected by the number of births within the area. It is therefore likely to 

generate a need for additional school places, although detailed calculations will 

need to be undertaken to establish the level of need arising. 

 

 


